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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231-0001 



IDS DECLARATION 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97 through 1.98, applicants 
wish to make known to the Patent and Trademark Office the references set forth on the 
attached Forms PTO-1449 (copies of the cited references are enclosed). A majority of 
these documents were cited in the International Search Report for corresponding 
application PCT/AU98/00854, mailed December 10, 1998, a copy of which is enclosed. 

Reference AF (EP 201417 Bl) on page 1 of the attached Forms PTO- 
1449, is written in French. The Examiner's attention is respectfully directed to the 
claims on pages 37-42, which are written in English. Applicants respectfully submit 
that the claims provide an explanation as to the reference's relevance. 

Reference AL (FR 2397444) on page 1 of the attached Forms PTO-1449, 
is written in French. Applicants note that US Patent No. 4,191,680 (Reference AB on 
page 1) is a related patent that claims identical priority as FR 2397444 and is written in 
English. 

Reference AM (FR 2545325 Al) on page 1 of the attached Forms PTO- 
1449, is written in French. Accordingly, a corresponding English language abstract is 
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submitted herewith (Reference BM on page 2). Applicants respectfully submit that the 
English abstract provides an explanation to the reference's relevance. 



under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 or 103, and specifically reserves the right to traverse or antedate 
any such reference, as by a showing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or other method. 
Although the aforesaid references are made known to the Patent and Trademark Office 
in compliance with applicant's duty to disclose all information they are aware of which 
is believed relevant to the examination of the above-identified application, applicants 
believe that their invention is patentable. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this Information Disclosure Statement and 
kindly make the cited references of record in the above-identified application. 



As to any reference supplied, applicants do not admit that it is "prior arf 



Respectfully submitted, 

Seed Intellectual Property Law Group pllc 




Eric J. Gash 

Registration No. 46,274 



EJG:jh 



701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6300 
Seattle, Washington 981 04-7092 
(206) 622-4900; Fax: (206) 682-6031 
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1449 
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(for an Application) 
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Reply Brief) 
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SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Individual Name 
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Eric J. Gash 
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PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 on the date specified below. 


Typed or printed name 




Signature 


Date: 



